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FREEPOST SPEN DGSR 

 

2nd October 2015 

 

Dear Sir/Madam 

 

Woodland Trust comments on Dumfries & Galloway Strategic Reinforcement (DGSR) 

 

The Woodland Trust appreciates the opportunity to provide comments as part of the 

consultation period on the Dumfries & Galloway Strategic Reinforcement (DGSR) project. 

 

The Woodland Trust is the UK’s leading woodland conservation charity. We have four 

main aims: no further loss of ancient woodland, restoring and improving woodland 

biodiversity, increasing new native woodland and increasing people’s understanding and 

enjoyment of woodland. The Woodland Trust has 500,000 members and supporters. We 

own over 1,250 sites across the UK covering around 23,000 hectares (57,000) acres.  

 

In Scotland we own and manage over 80 sites across 8,750ha which include the 

5,000ha Glen Finglas estate and significant urban holdings in Glenrothes and Livingston. 

We combine the promotion of public access with forestry, farming and conservation of 

the natural and cultural heritage.  

 

The Trust considers that any woodland included in Scottish Natural Heritage’s Ancient 

Woodland Inventory (AWI), which is present on historical maps or which exhibits a 

significant number of ancient woodland indicators can be considered as ancient and long-

established and is therefore worthy of further study and is likely to pose a constraint on 

development. We believe that ancient woodland is amongst the most precious and 

biodiverse habitats in the UK and is a finite resource which should be protected. As such, 

the Woodland Trust aims to prevent the damage, fragmentation and loss of these 

irreplaceable sites from any form of disruptive development. 

 

The Woodland Trust is concerned that a number of ancient woods included on the 

Ancient Woodland Inventory (AWI) fall within the proposed route corridor of the DGSR 

project. 

 

Policy 

 

Scottish Natural Heritage’s guide to understanding the Scottish Ancient Woodland 

Inventory (AWI) states that ancient woods are important because:  

 

• They include all remnants of Scotland’s original woodland; their flora and fauna may 

preserve elements of the natural composition of the original Atlantic forests. 

• They usually have much richer wildlife than that of more recent woods. 

• They preserve the integrity of soil ecological processes and associated biodiversity. 

• Some have been managed by traditional methods for centuries and demonstrate an 

enduring relationship between people and nature. 



• Woods and veteran trees are ancient monuments whose value to the local community 

and historians may be as great as that of the older buildings in a parish. 

• Once destroyed, they cannot be recreated. 

 

The importance of ancient woodland is recognised in planning policies across the UK; 

however planning authorities are increasingly relied upon to prevent its destruction. Many 

ancient woods around the UK still suffer from destruction as a result of development, i.e. 

housing, roads, railways, grid connections, etc.  

 

Removal of woodland is contrary to two important pieces of Scottish Government policy; 

the Scottish Planning Policy (SPP) which has now superseded NPPG 14 and the Control 

of Woodland Removal Policy. 

 

The SPP states: 

“146. Ancient and semi-natural woodland is an important and irreplaceable national 

resource that should be protected and enhanced, as should other native and long 

established woodlands with high nature conservation value. The Scottish Forestry 

Strategy identifies the protection of woodlands of high biodiversity value as an important 

consideration in the development management process. Woodland of high nature 

conservation value should be identified in development plans along with relevant policies 

for its protection and enhancement. Planning authorities should consider preparing 

woodland strategies as supplementary guidance to inform the future development of 

woodland and forestry in their area.  

 

147. Other woodlands, hedgerows and individual trees, especially veteran trees, may also 

have significant biodiversity value and make a significant contribution to landscape 

character and quality so should be protected from adverse impacts resulting from 

development. If a development would result in the severing or impairment of connectivity 

between important woodland habitats, workable mitigation measures should be identified 

and implemented, potentially linked to the creation of green networks. Where appropriate 

planning authorities should seek opportunities for new woodland creation and planting of 

native species in connection with development schemes. Tree Preservation Orders can be 

used to protect individual and groups of trees considered important for amenity or 

because of their cultural or historic interest. 

 

148. The Scottish Government’s control of woodland removal policy includes a 

presumption in favour of protecting woodland resources. Woodland removal should only 

be allowed where it would achieve significant and clearly defined additional public 

benefits. In appropriate cases compensatory planting may form part of the balance. The 

criteria for determining the acceptability of woodland removal and further information on 

the implementation of the policy is explained in the Control of Woodland Removal Policy.” 

  

Forestry Commission Policy on Control of Woodland Removal states that there is a strong 

presumption against removing many types of woodland including: ancient and semi 

natural woods as well as areas supporting priority habitats and species listed in the UK 

BAP and plantations on ancient woodland sites. 

 

The UK Forestry Standard sets out the UK Government's approach to sustainable 

forestry. It states that "Ancient semi-natural woods ...are of special value". The Standard 

has a series of UK-wide aims for semi-natural woodland and states, "The area occupied 



by semi-natural woodland should not be reduced". The Standard goes on to discuss the 

importance of expanding and linking small woods to others and recognises that 

fragmentation of semi-natural woodland is a problem.  

 

Dumfries and Galloway Council’s Local Development Plan (2014) outlines the importance 

of ancient woodland and the planning policies that the council have incorporated into their 

LDP to ensure it is protected. Paragraph 4.55 states 

 

“Ancient and semi-natural woodlands are important and irreplaceable features which 

should be protected and enhanced, as should other native and long established 

woodlands with high nature conservation value. Other woodlands, hedgerows and 

individual trees may also have significant biodiversity value and make a significant 

contribution to landscape character and quality so should be protected from adverse 

impacts resulting from development.” 

 

Policy NE6: Forestry and Woodland of D&G Council’s LDP, further states that: 

 

“The Council will support the creation and protection of sensitively designed and 

managed forests and woodlands. Proposals should seek to ensure that ancient and semi-

natural woodlands and other woodlands with high nature conservation value are 

protected and enhanced.” 

 

Impacts of development on ancient woodland 

 

Approximately one quarter of priority UK BAP species are associated with woodland 

habitats. Forests, woods, and trees make a significant contribution to biodiversity, and 

ancient sites are recognised as being of particular value. Due to their longevity, ancient 

woodlands are more species rich, and are often refuges for specialist woodland species 

that struggle to colonise new areas. 

 

Having analysed the Routeing and Consultation Document produced for the DGSR it is 

evident that ancient woodland is highly likely to be affected via damage and loss as a 

result of the installation of infrastructure to enable electricity transmission. Many areas of 

ancient woodland fall within the identified route corridor options along every section of 

the proposed route. 

 

The Trust would like to see SPEN ensure that any areas of ancient woodland are kept 

outside of route corridors in future routeing proposals and consultation. To leave ancient 

woodland within or adjacent to proposed routes leaves the woodland open to future 

damage and/or loss. 

 

Development as part of electricity transmission projects may impact on ancient woodland 

in a number of ways:  

  

• Direct destruction of ancient woodland habitat; 

• Fragmentation as a result of the destruction of adjacent semi-natural habitats; 

• Where the wood edge overhangs the route of the power lines and pylons, branches and 

even whole trees can be indiscriminately lopped/felled, causing reduction of the woodland 

canopy; 



• Underground cabling could lead to ancient woodland and its characteristic soils being 

affected;  

• Disturbance by noise, light, trampling, and other human activity;  

• Chemically through acidification, eutrophication and pollution from machinery involved 

in construction processes; 

• Changes to hydrology via installation of new hard-standing structures. This may lead to 

the alteration of groundwater and surface water quantities affecting the woodland’s 

characteristics. 

 

The cumulative effect of development is more damaging to ancient woodland than 

individual effects, which should not be considered in isolation. 

 

The maintenance and operational phases of electricity transmission projects typically 

results in habitual trimming and lopping of trees which may result in further changes to 

the woodland characteristics and change species composition, particularly in the 

woodland understory/lower canopy. Temporary access routes are also likely to be a part 

of the development and result in routine disturbance of the woodland, which will result in 

negative long-term impacts. Due to the irreplaceable nature of ancient woodland and the 

area likely consisting of important ancient woodland species habitat removal should be 

entirely avoided. 

 

Conclusion 

 

Ancient woodland is irreplaceable and its loss cannot be mitigated for. Therefore it would 

be wholly inappropriate to situate the proposed route of the grid connection and 

associated infrastructure such as pylons within or directly adjacent to ancient woodland 

due to large amounts of damage and loss. 

 

At present the Woodland Trust objects to the project on the basis of potential for direct 

loss, damage and fragmentation of large areas of ancient woodland. 

 

Any developments that impact on ancient woodland and result in their deterioration 

through loss and/or damage are entirely unacceptable. By considering measures to ensure 

the protection of ancient woodland from potential routes at this stage of the project 

ancient woodland can be suitably safeguarded from adverse impacts. 

 

We also recommend that, if not already considered, an Environmental Impact Assessment 

(EIA) with suitable survey work is carried out to ensure that any potential species, both 

fauna and flora, and their populations present within the route corridors are not affected 

by the development. 

 

We hope you find our comments to be of use to you. If you have any further questions or 

concerns regarding our comments the please don’t hesitate to get in contact with us. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Jack Taylor 

Campaigner – Ancient Woodland




